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For my Worthy and much Honoured Friend the 
Author of the following Diſcourſe. 


Sir, 

Own 4 very great Obligation for thoſe Papers you 
were pleaſed to entruſt me with ſd ſreely as you did, 
and at the firſt requeſt; and though it be now five 

or ſix years ſince you writ them, yet I know they will 
be hugely welcome to the publick,z and the World will 
be informed, that what is now proſecuted, is in truth a 

matter of conſequence, and not a caprice of young un-= 
pratird heads, as ſome endeavour to render it, but 
managed ſeriouſly by men of the ableſt of the Profeſſuon, 

and worthy of the care and conſideration of our Supe-' 
riours. And pray give me leave in. a few words to 

acquaint you with the occaſion I had to deſire them of 
or at firſt. 

It was my good fortune not lone ſince to be in the 
Company of” five or ſix perſons, not only conſiderable 
for their Eſtates and Intereſt in the City , but likewiſe 
for their mature underſlanding of buſineſs : as they 
were diſi our ing of ſeveral matters relating to the Trade 
both of the City and Nation in general, it happened 
that one paſt through the room in which they ſat, to go 
up 4 pair of ſtairs that lead into a Chamber, where the 
only Son of the Gentleman, at whoſe Homſe they were. 
then lay under ſome little Aguiſh diſtemper : One o : 
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the Company that ſpyed him, ſaluted hine by his nan, 
which occaſtoned another to demand who it was; to 
whom the Gentleman of the Houſe replyed, it was his 
Apothecary gone up to viſit his Son who was at that time 
a little indiſpoſed; whereupon another ask't the reſt if 
they had ſcen two Diſcourſes lately publiſht by two wer 
eminent Members of the College of Phyſkcians , which 
(ſays he) the Apothecary's paſſung by put me in mind 
of : one beſides himſelf, ſaid he had ſeen and read 
them, and added frankly, they ſeemed in his judg- 
ment very judiciouſly writ, and very much to be con- 
fdered by all that reeirded their healths; ſo they leſt off 
«little their former diſcourſe ,, and began to enter into 
the matter of thoſe Books, and the perſons that read 
them repreſented! to the C011Pany, ſome of the moſt 711- 
portant P1ſſages, as their mMemOrics ſerved - whiljt they 
' were thus diſconriing., the Apotterary. came down, and 
was cailed by the Maſter of the Houſe to this part of 
their Conference: 1o do 1:42 right, he ſpoke very ci- 
villy, and told the Gentle11.1 he hoped all theſe appear- 
ances of difference between the Colledae and then 
would ſoon paſs over, and- preſently took leave and 
went awaye.. After he was gone, one among the reſt, a 
. wery erave may; who. had fat all the while ſilent and 
heard what was produc't out of the/e Books, began wery 
ſolemnly to declare, that ſince health was one of the 
greateſt goods of life, and that which alone gives as it 
were their being ſ», to all the reſt 5 and ſince it was ſo 
mmch the intereſt of a Prince to preſerve his people in 
ftrength and vigour, he profeſt he could not underſtand 
Low that reconcilexent of t!eſe differences between the 
Pbyſtcians and the Apothecaries, which ſo much concerns 
tle 


the lives and healths of the Kings Subjets, comtd ever 
be ſo well made up as the perſon that was gone ſaid he 
hoped to ſee. For, _— he, if what has | alledged 
out of theſe Books here, be true, there has been too 

already a foul and ſhameful abuſe put upon the people, 
by the preſent method of prattiling Phyſick, as it now 
(ſo he phraſed it) joggs on between the Phyſician and 
Apothecary, and that ſince thoſe able and well-known 
Phyſicians had ſo freely and. honeſtly of themſelves 
propoſed ways of redreſs, and ſo ſar opened the eyes of 
all men to diſcern the mockeries they have been gulled 
with ſo long, he ſaid it was too late for them now eaſily 
fo retreat: And believed that all men who had read 
thoſe Books would as well as he, look upon ſuch 4 com- 
poſure, as a new way only of continuing the former 
abuſes under ſome more artificial and ſerret diſouiſe. 
Bat whatever, ſaid he, may be done out of Conſcience, T 


am ſure they ſhall deſtroy their intereſt by it, and as + 


lone as ever Apothecaries continue pradiling as they do, 
fo long® ſhall the moſt gainful and ſecure part of pra- 
dice come into their hands, by means of the Bills they 
formerly have, and daily will receive from them, and 
nothing remain for the Phyſician but ſuch ſollicitous 
an extream Caſes (where the Apothecary ſhall rouch- 
ſafe to call hint in) itt which his own credit fhall every 
moment run as ereat 4 fortune as the Patients life. 
F or. ſaid he, how many men this Town have been at- 
ready, or ever ſhall be intended by the Phyſicians 4s 
Apothecaries only, we in ſpieht of common courſe they 
now take to hinder it. ſhall to ſave charge and expence 
of Phyſick , always eſteem and make uſe of as 4 ſort of 
cheaper Dotjors 5 except only in ſuch extremities 
where 


where our lives are in manifeſt danger. And I have 
often wondred that ſo great a Company 4 prudent 
een ſhould do ſuch things every day , which if we in 
owr particular Trades ſhould ſuffer, we ſhould not only 
be langht at, but others of the ſame way would pre- 
ſently endeavour to obſtrult or puniſh. For I have often 
obſerved my ſelf (to tell truth) when I have been with 
my Phyſician either for my own concern or any of my 
Family , and have received good by what has been 
preſcribed; my Apothecary has often recommended the 
ſame, and repeated it again without the knowledg of 
the Dolter and at other times told my Wiſe of an 
excellent courſe againſt the Scurvy, ordered by an emi- 
nent Phyſician, and named him: and ſometimes com- 
mended 2 Powder of another Doors againſt the Worms, 
for my Children , which he ſaid he had by him : All 
which things I noted to be ſo prejudicial to the Phyſi- 
cian, that I could not chooſe but nonder that Phyſicians 
would ſo careleſly expoſe the fruit of all their time and 
ſtudies, and put every day the beſt of their Trade ont 0 
their own hands into anothers who had ſo little =Y 
deration of them : And this indeed wholly deterred 
me from breeding one of my Sons a Phyſician, (immce 1 
ſaw how eaſily every good Medicine that my DoGor had, 
came into the hands of my Apothecary for a fee or two, 
«nd after that, both I and all my Friends conld readily 
command it, and Mr. Dedor never the wiſcr, 

When this Gentleman had done, we began freely to 
tell one another, being all Tradeſmen, who knew as well 
the difficulty of getting, as the ſe and conſequence of 
money, how it was cuſtomary with us to ſend to our 
Apothecaries only, unleſs where the danger was very 
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great, to avoid the charge and expence of Phyſicians: 
Not but that we all concluded it would be better to have 
the advice of a Phyſician at the wery firſt, if they 
would ſo order the matter that we might addreſs our 
ſelves as reaſonably to them as we now can to our Apo- 
thecary ſoraſmuch as the greateſt diſiaſes have ſmall 
beginnings, and it wcre more comfortable to apply our 
ſelves where we may be as well adviſed of the nature of 
our preſent indiſpoſition and what it is like to come to, as 
receive what is proper, either to cure or prevent it, which 
ſaid they, on all hands is conſeſt, the Phyſician is more 
able todo than an Apothecary, elſe ſhould we never fly 
to him where we ſear a danger as now we do. T then 
took occaſion to tell them, that the principal deſige 
aimed at in thoſe Books was to exhibit ſuch a method 
as might leſſen the expence of Phy(ick to the people more 
then half in half, and to ſhers that the Apothecary by 
his exceſſive prices, and by his unneceſſary and frequent 
repetitions ef chargeable Medicines, beſides fees which 
ſome of them take , and . -veft , or elſe they think 
they are not kindly uſed, 41counted often to three 
times as much as they could hope to have ſaved in fees 
by not going to the Phyſician; and farther added, that 
a worthy Friendof mine a Phyſician had an excellent 
diſcourſe by him to aduance this propoſition, and enforce 
what had been already made publick. They commanded 
me to importune you for it, which ſince you are pleaſed 
ſo readily to conſent to, you have a great deal more ob- 
liged all the World in it than me, although I am as much 
as any can be, 
SIR, 
Your molt affectionate and 
obliged Servant. 


ERRATA, 


Ag. 9. lin. 18. read Fevers. lin. 25. Phyſician, 

Pag. 13. lin. 24. r. moſt of us have been Tra- 
yellers. p. 17. 1. 11. r. they would. p. 35- the laſt 
line, r. by Cuſtom, and leave out the following by, 
Pag. 37. |. 18. r. their , p. 41.1. 9. r. it proved, 
P+ 43+ 1. 4. that Roman, p..46. 1. 4. Prujear. | 
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SY, 


Doe aſlure you I defer much to your kindneſs, or 
to your judgement, or to boxh, in that I am con- 
renred you ſhould do what you will with part of 
thoſe papers I writt in 64 but ſince ſome ot thole 

people who invaded the profeſſion of Phyſick, and railed 
at learning and the Colledge ( with all that conhidence 
that great ignorance uſes ro enable bold Knaves with) 
arc dead, or ſunk into that contempt ſuch men ar laſt 
muſt tall into, I would: have all that which concerns 
their ChareQers wholly lett our, nor am I ar all willing 
that the reformation of our faculty, w hich I chere dclig- 
ned, ſhould as yet be made publick. _ 
- For although I have been ſeycral times confirmed by 
better judgements than my own, that it is a rational 
way to improve the ulctullneſle of our protciſion, as 
much as bythe induſtry of a Society of men learned and 
moſt capable of ſuch an undertaking, it is poſſible to 
be done, yer I do nor think the age, or the world we 
live in, very (uſceptible of ſuch propateyions now. 

The Charity there dceligned ro ſupply all che poor of 
the Cities of London and Weſtminſter with advice, and 
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ſome of them with medicines graz#, and the better ſup- 
plyirrg ang ferving the {ick in thoſe Hoſpitals we have, 
would but be looked upon as a decoy to bring in bene- 
tattours, whoſe bounty and C harity might beperverted 
ro luxurious ules, and the care that is ofteredar to pro- 
vide againlt the flaughters every day made by ignorant 
Duacks and Mountebanchs , and yet to ſecure all the 
encouragements that can reaſonably be asked to any 
that arc rcally poſleſIcd of any thing that may be uſctul 
ro the recovery or comfort of thoſe that are afflicted 
with ſickneſs, would be Jooked upon bur as a deſign to 
Monopoliſe phyſick to the Colledge, and to invelt the 
Phylitians with a powerto enſlave Chyrurgeonsand A.- 
pothecaries. 

Alas Sir, we live in an age where to preſcribe any 
bounds is 70 vio/ate magna Charta, we would all be Kings 
bur Stare/-menye arc all, nor can any of thoſe that are 
really ſo , with fo much confidence, venture to cure 
any diſcale ina man , as the blew aprons in a Cofte. 
houſe ſhall all thoſe in the Stare, for it is the humour 
now to affe&t, ro be wiſeſt out of the Sphear thatGod, 
Nature, and Education have placed ns in, and we all think 
ourlelyes able, and are buke ro reforme every thing, 
bur chat which-1s really our duty ro endeavour the a- 
mendment of ,, F am ſure you cannot bur meet with 
occaſions every day to conirme theſe obleryari- 
ons. 

AndrhisI confeſsmakes methink diverſly from whar 
I finde the general opinion tobe, Thar it is an age for 
the advancement and improvement of knowledge; I 
rather tcar our rumbling intothe greateſt barbaricy and 
the moſt profound ignorance, the way 40 ſolid know- 
ledge 
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ledge by cukiyating of our reaſons,” and inuring ther 
ro compare, compute, and cftimate well, begins now 
ro be wholly deſpiſed, the young blades who have tru- 
anted at School, and. debauched at an Univerſity , if 
they have acquired but. rongue cnough to rally the an- 
cient learning, and ralk of experiments, will diſturbe 
the gravelt Societics with rheir impertinenties, filence 
the moſt learned, and think themlelyes the only dicta- 
tors in univerſal learning, and it they are 1o untortu- 
nate to be endowed with wit and good natural parts, 
they turn every thing that 1s ſober into Ridicwons,and go out 
Dottors iw CAtheiſme. 

Our municipal Lawyers have a bar that hath hicher- 
ro kept -_—_ invaders at ſome diſtance in their pro- 
fcllion, bur Women, Weavers and Coblers rhink them- 
{elves able ro comprehend all the myſteriesin Divinity, 
and all the reaſon of Phylick, zeal and good meaning 
may excuſe them intheir Divinity; bur I am decaved it 
any thing, bur pride, and the greateſt folly, can be al- 
Jedged tor their Phylick. 

How authoricatively will a Nurle- with winde and 
vapours give.you the caules of all diteaſes and their Sym- 
promes, but ax Apotbecaries Prentice with Fermentation 
confounds the admiring Cuſtomers, who rake him tor 
| a very prieſt of Apollo pronouncing: trom his Tripole, 
whileſt a /carned and 4 rational Phyſrran, clpecially it he 
have the misfortune of being modeſt, -is looked upon ar 
the beſt bur as a weak, and a timorous man, it he hath 
the good fortune to be counted a fate man,he may pcr- 
haps have ſome few pariems, bur the Crowdes tor the 
moſtparr follow the boaſting andthe lying 'Quacks; and 
although 'zhey find. themſelves ſtifl cheated by chem, 
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yet a new one or the ſame with ſome circumſtances a 
liccle diſguiſed ſhall cheate them over again, how often 
even in.our age. hath the cheats. and knayerics of the 
pretended Chymiſts been dereQed, even with the ruin 
of ſome of the admirers of it,. yer that vanity|wants not 
irs Patrons now : and ſober men who knowing the ule- 
fullncſs.of Chymiſtry, and the beſt wayes of improve- 
ing it, would purge irfromthar lying and knavery which 
makes the very enquiring into 4t .a reproach in- the 
opinion of ſome ſober men, arc looked upon as not:ca- 
pable of knowing any thingin it; ſo that with ſome men 
a man muſt not be thought a Chymiſt without renoun- 
cing learning and. his reaſon, and: with others-he is bc- 
lieved to. have ſhaken-hands with them-and honeſty to, 
if they think him.one, I have a great many more rea- 
ſons why:1 would not have that part of my diſcourſe 
rinted;truly I have enough roo that nothing of it ſhould 
"y ſince I believe that there is very lutle faid in that 
which hath nor been berter ſaid by others: Belides when 
I writ it, the letter wich gave the occalion of it was juſt 
prinred, aud in- cycry ones hand, which would have 
a little fatisficd, for the immethodicalnels of the an(- 
wer; The provocations 4he Apothecaries had given us 
were very freſh, they endeavour, dirtily and unjuſtly 
70. aſperſe that Society of men. who gave them that Trade, 
by which they were grawn rich, and. had. the Confidence to 
affront the Kings prerogative in oppoſing our patent , al- 
thoughthat prerogative is the only title they have to be 
aCorporation: The pretended Chymilſts were then ſcr- 
ting up for a Colledge to lay.in a Magazine of charcoale, 
that they might have che better utterance for ſmoak 
and lyes ,andto ſbew how uſctul theymight in time be, 
did. 


(5) 

did every day furniſh ns with ſome papers for neceſſary 
ulcs, bur all that being ſpent and the reſt almoſt forgor- 
ten, the heat I then wasin is much cooled, and I con- 
tels I would rather contribute to the preſerving zhe A- 
pothecaries, than the deſtroying of them, lo it may be 
done honeſtly, bur we cannot be honeſt men it we do 
inthelcaſt connive at their abuking the people in their 
Quacking, or the priles of their medicines, nor can 
they be honeſt whenthey meddle in what they under- 
ſtand not, and unjuſtly injure thoſe men ro whom they 
owe their being @porhecaries: To make this very evi- 
dent is bur bricfly and truly to ſtare the cale beryixt us: 
and them, | 

Although he Coledze of Phyſirians had becn eſtabliſhed 
in the Reign of King Henry the 8th under the broad leal of 
England, and was conficmed by ſeveral acts of Parlia- 
ment, yet there was no ſuch thing as a Corporation of 
the Trade of Aporbecaries until the Rergn of ' King James, 
when the Colledge (I hope not through pride and laſt 
neſs grown weary of making their own medicines, bur) 
to obviate all the miſchicts thar might be done, -where 
the ordainers of medicines were the makers and] cxhi- 
biccrs of. them roo , peritioned the King, that ſuch a 
number of men whole names they offered might be ra: 
ken for the moſt part , I think out of the company of 
Grocers,” and conſtirured a company diſtinct ; for ze 
making ſuch medicines as the Colledge of Phyſytians ſhawl 
ordain, this petition was granted,and t ey by the Kings 
Charter Crain and in that Charter there 
is ſpecial provihon made, rhat. nothing 1n-it ronld in the 
leaſt infringe the privitedees of the Colledes of Phyſitiuns; 
the inventing, ordaining , and making of medicines 

Navin” 


(6) 
having alwayes been a part of Phyſick, and ſo pub- 
lickly aflerted in the Aporbecaries conſtitution, that by 
ee Kings eſpecial command the Colledge of Phyſitians comps. 
fed the London aiſpenſatory,and the £Apolhecaries not only 
of Lonaon but of all England are, by pablick proclamation, 
commanded to follow that, as the rule of their Trade, they 
are to make and ſell thoſe medicines im their ſhops, and the 
Phyſitians impowred to ſearch and examine thoſe ſhops, whe- 
ther they have them, and have them well made: They have 
not the leaſt clauſe in their Charter to enable thewts adviſe, 
preſcribe or erdainany remedy, but they are faithfully to diſ- 
penſe ſuch medicines as ſvall be ordered by Phyſatians, and 
are not to make a Prentice free without his being firſt exami- 
ned by the Phyſattans. 

It was upon thelc termes the Colledgerrufted the CA.- 
pothecaries with the knowledge of making their medi- 
cines, and let it be left now to any indifferent man to. 
judge what the honeſty or gratitude of thoſe men can 
be, who nor only betray a truſt, committed to them 
with fo .much advantage to: them(2lves, but convert 
'whar they arc truſted with to the hurt of thoſe thattrulſt 
them. | 

I ſhould have thought this enough to have imparrial- 
ly ſtated the matter berwixt them and us, it I had not 
lately read as ridiculous a peice ' of drollery in my opi- 
nion, as no ſenſe, Jeſs.reaſon, and great confidence 
can furniſh our, nothing can ſpeak morepride nor more. 
ignorance; w hich rwo in conjunction do alwaycs info- 
lently endeavour to level cvery thing to the meaneſs of 
their own underſtandings. I would have the Pulpit 
guard routed, and this witty pamphlet called Lex Te 
lionts or Iinaitiz printed together, to ſhow the ulctelsncls 
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of thoſe tedious methods of ſtudying divinity , and " 
Phyſick, and how unneceflary the endowments of U- 
niverſitics, Colledges and Schools are. The civil law 
hath no great encouragements left amonglt us, and if 
the Butcher, the Cobler, the Weaver with gifts are fit- 
cer to preach and reach than the men of humane 
learning , and carnal knowledge; and it ſerving an 
Apprentiſhip even years vvith an Aporhecary,and reading 
a little in thoſe rhree ancient _—_— Frambe/arins , 
Riverius and Primroſe, qualifics any man ſuthcicntly tor 
the practice of Phylick, to vvhar end this charge and 
rrouble of raking degrees, this twelve years ſtudy be- 
fore a man can be a Doctor. | helearning to know all 
homebred and exotick planes, the Analyling of them 
in their Elaboratories, rhe conſidering vvhat parts are 
uſeful of them, and vyhart not, and how their efte&ts 
may beſt, and moſt grarctully be acquired, the inven- 
tingthe beſt yvays of compounding and mixing (vvhich 
are things I am ſure the Students in Phyttck in both our 
Univerſities tor ſome years pa't have butied rhemtelyes 
with) arcnorhingto what may be acquired by making 
of medicines, according to the Dilpenlarory, and cl 
ling them to the beſt advantage: but althoug' this Ani- 
mal hath ſhewed his teerh rhus againſt Learning and the 
* Univerſities, and may perhaps, becaulc he could nor 
bite, paſs unpuniſhed by them, ſure the Apothecaries 
have more fenſe than not to find him out, and puniſh 
him for his moſt ſcandalous libelling of them, whar e- 
yer their fortune may be otherwile, I cannot think a- 
ny of them ſo fooliſhly wicked as ro be Wirtals, nor fo 
wretchedly knaviſh to ſuffer the Phyſitians to go tnips 


with cthemin their profits, the better ro cheat their cu- 
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ſtomers ghich this thing of paper vyould infinuate to 
the World that ſome of them do. 

But the poor Droll had not ſenfe enough to knovy, 
that making of Cuckolds and getting of mony are.not by 
all accounted very diſgracetull crimes, by vvhart inſtru- 
ments foever the pleature or the prohrt is procured, nor 
did his little underſtanding comprehend hovy vvret- 
chedly contemprible thoie inſtruments of either are c- 
ven to thole vvhole bad cnds they ſerve, ſure rhe houeſt 
Apothecaries(and | cannot bur perlvvade my ſelf there are 
many ſuch) vvhcn they conſider thar this infiped libel- 
ler baving inſinuated, that there arc ſome Apothecaries, 
yvho arc {uch vyretched inſtruments for the profit and 
pleaſure of Phyſitians , and nor particularly marked 
them out; hath given the cenſuring part of the World 
occaſion to think every Apothecary (uch an one: yvill 
roule themſelves, and cither by publickly branding the 
Guilty, vindicatc the Innocent; or elle by perſuing the 
ſortiſh Dctamor to a/juſt puniſhment, doe ſome-rhin 
rovvards vviping oft thoſe dirty aſperſions he hath call 
upon them. 

Thoſe Phyfitians that think any thing in the Pam- 
phlert reflects on them, may by making their ovyn me- 
dicines, and having as little ro do vvith Caporbecaries as 
may be, rcſtify to allthe World that they are nor in con- 
tedcracy vvith diſhoneſty, and the vvorld yvill calily- be 
latisficd that it is cheaper being coulened by one than 
by tyvo, and that it is much ſafer to truſt him vvhole cre- 
dit and intereſt it is to cure Diſcaſes, than him vyhole 
incereſt is only to put off his vvare. Burt let the Apo- 
thecaries vindicate themſclves as vvellas they can, this 
tellovy being belicycd to be au Apothecary {and truly 

the 
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the ſtile, the method, and the force of his teaſonin? 
ſeem to make good the Proverb, thar he talks as an Apo- 
thecary) harhlettrhat ſcandal upon chem and their pro- 
fcſſion, they will nor be able eaſily ro wipe off, for it 
will be believed he knew what he ſaid, ar leaſt as to his 
own particular, and yvas therctore willing cnough 
ro have the World believe rc fame of all the reſt of his 
profeſſion; he ſhould therctore have done vvell to 
have given his Book a truec Title , Scandalum Phay- 
macopeorum had been much fitter for it than Yindreie 
ec. 

Bur Sir , I am grown almoſt as impertinent as he, 
and although I have already our-run the limits of a ler- 
ter, | cannot give over vvithout telling you, I think 
you did not do, your felt, nor our faculty right, in 
that you 1d nor better inform the grave company you 
ſpa" c oft; you knovy as vvell as I,thatit is an experiment 
as old a; Gallen( whowith the ſame medicines cured tea- 
in Rome vvith vvhich ſome of the Roman Practitioners 
killed men ) rhat not only rhe more generous and 
powerful remedies, bur the vveaker and milder have 
when unduely made uſe oft, brought on irreparable 
miſchiefs: I do-aflure you vvc have ſome very late cx- 
amples of it, where the Apothecarics Quacking with 
medicines tormerly preſcribed by the Phyſitians; and 
he at Jaſt, though roo late calicd in has had the mis- 
fortune to ſee his patient dic, and his medicines de- 
famed, vvhileſt che Aporhecarv to juſtify himſelf, at- 
firmed he had given nothing but vvhat the Phyſitian 
inthe ſame caſe betore ordained, whileſt rhe mitfera- 
ble Wretch had not only wholy miſtaken the caſc, bur 
moſt unduly cxhibited the remedies: We arc able ty» 

C provide 
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produce many miſcarriages of this kind, and indeed L 
tink ir a duty incumbent upon us, to mae things of- 
this nature as publick as vve can, for vvhileſt yve derett. 
all r*c fraudes and abuſes that men may ſuffer by , in 
the ill uſing of Phyſick, and do our ovmn parts to the, 
beſt of our underſtanding honeſtly, c ndidly, and cha- 
ricably vvizcrce our aſſiſtance is required, yve deliver 
our ovvn Souls, and thenin-Gods name let every man 
diſpoſe of the care of his oyyn lite and health as to !;im 
ſcemecs belt, 


But Sir, it is time that I releaſe you, and if 'you will 
be Printing theſe. Papers, remember I cannot think. 
them worth the owning,efpecially after what hath becn . 
faid in this kind alrcady. 


Str, 


| Lthough I was cxtreamly pleaſed with the news - 
A of your ſafe arrival , yer that ofthe improvement 
of that noble Ladies health by what I ſent her, gives mc 
ſo great and . pleaſing a fatisfattion as you only .can 
ru at ; who know the zealous delignes I have to - 
crve her as ſuccesfully as. I am ſure I do faithful- 
ly. 

Bur. the compoſition and making of that ſyrrup 
which »zy Lady hath found ſo much good by , and 
of divers othcrs out of the common. road, arc the ecf- 
tefts of.an order lately madear a full Colledge amongſt 
us,. to encourage; all of our profeſſion. ro. the making 
of. 
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.of medicines for their own pratice, and to which if 
the members of. our Socicty will induſtriouſly ſetrle 
themſelves : as I doubt not but we ſhall acquire all theſe 
noble ends you mention in your Letter, and » hith as [70 4- 
long I jhall particularly ſpeak to, [ot will be the beſt way to 
brand thoſe men for their injuſtice, and ineratitude, aho 
have had the confidence publickly to affirme that they who 
made and taught them their profeſſion were wholly renorant 
mit. 

I do aiſure you Sir it is with ſome reluctancy that I 
rellyou , that we believe that we are able to pick our, 
divers Mrs. amongſt them of name ; that appear tull 
of bulinc!s, bur arc really tull of words, and yer are 
wholly ignorant, in thoſe hiſt and fimple preparati- 
ons of intutions: and others, who by their own ac- 
- knowledgements; have been forced after they have 
ſcr up tor themſelves, to rake. Journeymien, to. teach 
them how to make up the common medicines of rhe 
Diſpenſatory, their Mrs. not | aving the will, or teafure | 
(roſayno other ) to teach it them, in the whole time 
of their Apprentilhips. 

But Sir as your own obſervations amongſt men, 
have given you occaſion enough ro-remark the bold 
ignorance, of many of thelc invaders of our profefli- 
on : {o they have amongſtrhings too, taught you, how 
divers the laws of drawing our Tinttures exactly are, 
as to their proper menſtruums, time, and hear, forhac 
you cannot much wonder it my Laays complant : That 
CApothecaries ignorant or careleſs in theſe things, make 
up theſe ſorts of medicines yow mention, ſo fullſome , nau- 
ſeous , avd unhealthy, but this nor being my bulinels ar 


this time,[ ſhall proceed with your letter, 
_— And 
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And ſhould Sir with you and your good company, 
heartily bewaile the Stare of the profctiors of Payſick 
at preſent in this nation, if my humour and Philoſophy, 
as you.very well know, did not aſſigne me rather a- 
monglt the followers of Democritus than Heraclitms ; 
I confcls I cannot forbear {miling at the ſcarce credi- 
ble humour that reignes now amongſt ſome men, that 
arc certainly no friends to inſpiration , new lights 
nor levelling, of patronizing tholc, who if they have 
any knowledge in Phylick, it mult be from inſpiration 
or nciy light > which ſome of them indeed pretend to, 
tor as to any proper education to what they profeſs, 
they are too well knovyn tomake any clame here, lear- 
ning or {cholaſtick education they publickly declaim 
againſt , they. rail ar Anatomical cxcrcilcs as uſclcts, 
and think the knovvledge of plants, 'fit only for an herb- 
witc to-make and ſcll Noſegays with, the Groom of 
the Chamber of whom you ſhall hcar more anon, tells 
you bur with reverence to -God Almighty, that he 
might have ſparcd his Jabour, of making all that won- 
dertul varicty of medicinal plants , ſince he knowerh 
a ſepcrating . mcdicine worth them all, a ney knack 
as ſome of them call it , that cures ( or kills) infalla- 
bly. 

Bur when I find theſe men have conſiderable Pa- 
trons, I cannot but merrily conſfider to what that 
policy drives : perhaps it's hoped that the countenan- 
cing this Phanatick humor ot levelling our profeſſion 
may caulc it all to be ſpent upon us, and ſave the Church 
and State, on Which it's virulency had been fo long 
excrciled, but may it not rather be feared, that o- 
ters will with tholc ycry arguments, arc now urged 


ie 
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zo lay naſt the faculty of Phyſick, and make it aprey to Hoſt 
ters, Coblers and Tinkers , hereafier brins Taylors to tn* 
wade the Bar, and Inzlers the Pulpit ; But you vill tell 
me it is caſy ro foretell, that, what hath been alrca- 
dy done , may poſlibly be done again, Bur perhaps 
Sir, it is not fo calic, (it thcle men vvere cver ablc 
ro bring it into queſtion ) to deltroy the priviledges 
of a Socicty-of mcn cltabliſhed , by to many acts of 
Parliament, and (ro fay nothing of the merit of di- 
vers of their members, whoſe names are cclebrated 
with honour in other Nations ) at once to deſtroy 
the third part of the portions of the younger Sons of 
the Gentry of os wo For to one of the three ta- 
culties, lome of them arc uſually deligned, nor yer 
perhaps ro rob both our Univerlitics, of the honour 
and advantage, of cducating generous, and ingeni- 
ous young men, to the faculty of Phylick , nor of 
conferring upon them honourable degrees , as re- 
wards of their induſtry and merit : But thelſc degrees 
Sir arc our faults, #9 be Graduates and Dottors are our 
crimes, tor otherwiſe we having the adyantage con- 
teſſedly of more learning, than chote that at preſent 
oppole us may haye read as many Chymical Authors : 
Moſtot have been Travellcrs, and notonly (cen theoelt 
Elaboratorics, but have converlcd with , and been 
Diſciples ro the moſt celebrated Chymical Opcra- 
rors, our Weſtern part of the worl4 knowerth; we 
have viſited it's _— famous Holpirals, tollowe and 
obſerved tne pradtice of the molt excreited Phylitians 
mn them, but Sir we arc Dod/ors, ani (C elledze Doctors 
that is after all this, before we could be admicted to 


the lawful ny of a Cobler in Lox4or, we have 
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been forced, by three days rigid exatnination, to give 
-Tcſtimony that we were able ro do it in good form, 
an! according to rule , whereas like a company. of 
Dunces , vve might hayc ſaved all 'this charge and 
trouble, and- being bur a little while -Philoſop+ ers , 
by the Fire, with the help of a tiiree penny pipkin, 
and two pence in Charcole , we might have tound 
our a true ſeperating - medicine , ſhould have killed 
hundreds, and the rens that had eſcaped, our {elves 
nor no body clſe knowing how , ſhould Have been 
printed tor cures, we dubbed Hermetrical Dottors, and 
have (ct up for the Chymical Colledge. 

I knoiy you will chide me tor this, but give mc leave 
ro purſue my humour, and laugh at what is fo truly ridi- 
culous ; I am ſure you can witneſs for me, I am far trom 
being a deſpiſer of Chymiltry, I love itand own it as one 
of the bcſt keys to rhe {ecret receſſes of Nature, I think 
no man worthy the name of a Phylitian , - that js nor 
knowing init; for it hath not only much mended the 
Preparations of Medicines, but hath produced many 
gencrous Remedies, and of great ule, but ro make 
cycry little Fellow, that can build a furnace, burn tome 
thing in it until it ſtinks, and then Chriiten it by the 
name of a great Medicine, a Phylitian; isto dub a la- 
bourcr in thc brick-kilns, an Archite&t; or the ma- 
ker of bellows an Organiſt. Would you not, Sir, think 
that man out of the way, that should commend one for 
an excellent hor{-man, becauſe he made good Spurs, 
or a Black-{mirhi tor an excellent "pie wow becaulc 
hemadec molt exquiſite Files, if ſome of theſe prerend- 
ers to Chymiltry only , were by the communication of 
ethers, or by chancc indecd, Maſters of one vor moro 
good 
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od Medicines, would this think you qualific them 
or Phvſitians? were it reaſonable that one that under- 
ſtood nothing of the trame or the making of a Watch, 
Should mend-it when out of order, although he had all 
tlie Tools of a V Vatchmaker in his power ? I am ſurc 
you would not think it fo, I with nobody clſe would; 
bur it is time I ask your pardon for this digrelhon, and 
I am ſure of it from you, becaul- you knoy I am al- 
wayes ready without prejudice to cmbrace v lat cvet 
can reaſonably appear to be for the publick goo.l , 
and the rendering the tacultic of Phylick trul/ uſctul 
and beneficial ro Mankind , which mult give it its 
greateſt honor; and eſtimation, and of r':is | hope to 
give you farther teſtimony as I paſs your propoktions, 
and ofter ſome of my o,yn; being relolved { only asking 
your leave forlittle extravagant digrcflions ſometimes) 
to anſwer your letter as | read it. 

And therefore mult next ſay ſomething of t!1c bult- 
neſs of our Parent, in which although 1 do to you 
acknowledge I was ever of your (cnle, contidering the 
vaſt length of it, in which it was impoſſible, but there 
muſt be a thouſand clauſes might give occaſion to 
captious. men to quarrel , and {ov of torce caule de 
bates for their explanacion : Yer I could not but con- 
demn that ſenſe in my ſelf , when I coniudered the: 
great vvorth, honeſty and known abilitics of him that. 
drew up-that patent, belide the gre -* aſſiſtance, and 
advice he took in the doing ot it : I need but nam: 
Mer. John Alleyne to have yvhat is laid of him believed; . 
and Sir you vycre 1 am lure ſ{cnſible, in hole tevy de- 
bates vve had before the Commurtee of the houſe, vihat 


little-reaſon there vyas for thoſe lenielels claraours a 
paint 
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vainſt it,. how little there yyas asked de noun, we 
being moſt vvilling ro pur all our demands into that 
OINc of Having {uthcient power oO pur in CXccution 
the true intents of 4s already cſtabliſhed, 

Bur vir I think you know how impollible almoſt, 
in a great aſſembly of men it is, to have them all of 
one mind, nay if they could all agree to the attaining 
of. one cnd, yet thar they ſhould not pitch upon le- 
veral waycs to it; for in ſuch , ſome men may have 
no information art all of the thing before them, 0- 
thers extreamly miſinformed , others prejudiced be- 

caulc tuch men arc ingaged in it. | 

Sir, ifro theſe you had been pleaſed toadd the ſin- 
gularity of ſome, and the levelling humour of others 
ro oppole and deſtroy every thing that lookes like 
conformity, order or government, you had certainly 
with thoſe you mcntioned, faid all the reaſons vvhy 
any thing fo long as our Patent, ſhould not eaſily paſs 
with che conſent of a great aſſembly. 

[r is molt rruc Sir what you obſerve the genius of 
this prelent age ſcemes given up to penetrate into 
the cauſes of n aural things, andit ſeemecs at laſt ro have 
pitched upon the true meanes, for fo noble and great 
an exploration ; by promoting uſeful knowledge drawn 
trom experiments, bur beſides the famous men you 
mention for it, our 07 nation ought not to have, her 
erulam, and Gulbcrt Forgotten, nor our profeſſion in it 
Harvey, Gliften nor Ent; to mention no others now: 
and perhaps tew men are fo well qualifted, for pro- 
moring tins uſctul way of knovvledge, as vvell edu. 
cated P.,yfitians arc : I ſhall not noyy ſtand ro difſ- 
courle hoyy much more dithculc a thing it is than u- 

ſually 
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frally conſidered to ger experience from experiments: 
how few compare (or arc indeed qualified ro do it) 
all circumſtances; and fince a little one, may make 
great alterations in things, and the knowledge retul- 
ting from experience is, that actions, or caulcs lo cir- 
eumſtantiated , always will produce ſuch an cftect; 
the circumſtances not conftdered , or taken norice 
off, vyhar can ſuch an expcricnce amount ro. How 
many impertinent Fooles do we meet with every day, 
that ralk mighty big of experience , without know- 
ing any thing ot it, if they did, theſe vvoukd neither 
pretend ro miracles themſelves, nor expe&t them from 
others, rhis I cont:fs amongſt other things, makes me 
deſpait of any advantages to be procurcd, for a.rcal 
a true promoting . good our protetlion might 
bring to mankind, or of any great advantages trom the 
royal Socicry. | 

For although certainly , there yet never met a company 
of more excellent and ingennous Perfons, who by a moſt vir- 
Fuous, and innocent diverſion, are laying the foundation of 
great good to others, and this by a conſtant and conſiderable 
charge to themſelves, without the leaſt injury or detriment 
to any , yet they cannot eſcape the malicious Scommas 
and detractarions of covetuous Perſons who either hope 
from them the Phyloſophers lone, or ſome wonderful pro- 
fjetts for the getting of mony, or of iqnorant and preten- 
dine Curioſos, Who would preſently ſee a perpetual motion, 
or the ſquaring of the Circle. Beſide tbe liberty ſome 
men take, and think it the only witt too, of turning e- 
very thine, into Ridicule, neither the Scripture, nor the 
great anthor of it God himſelfe excepted. 


Bur Sir, I am now come to that part of your-let- 
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cer which indeed ſpeaks your kindneſs to our pro. 
fellion, you will find few of us ſo brutiſh, as to hate 
reproo'c, or not to love Inſtruction; I hope we all of 
us cover more the wounds of a faithful tricnd, than - 
the killes ot,a deceitful enemy, and therefore ſhall ac- 
knowledge the impertettions, you charge upon the 
preſent met” od of practifing Phylick in this, Nation: 
The world doth roo much want the advantages might 
be drawn trom it, both as to the. alliſtances to. health, 
and the knowledge of nature in gencral.z  owr patients 
lives ., and our credits are too often in the power 


of an ignorant confident Fool; or an zdlecarcieſs Boy : The 


charge ot-it is often inſupportable, as well as uncon- 
ſcionable, and uncharicable, we many gimcs preſcribe, 
adrachme of Treacle , worth two pence , .to a poor 
Neighbour our of charity, che Apothecary makes him 
ay .halt a Crown (or 4 Cerdial Bolus, There urc of 
us, have rctricycd ſome of our preſcriptions, and rhe: 
hecaries bills upon them, you will perhaps. be a- 
mazcd when I tell you, that where « Phy/1ar bath with- 
out a Fee, preſcribed ſomething worth lix-pence, be- 
cauſe it was made into, tv cnty four pills., there w as 
ſo many ſhillings paid to rhe. LApothecarie upon his . 
bill for it; bac I will give you no. more accounts of 
this kinde naw , you may 4n good time ſce ſtore of 
them, upon profes beyand denial ; we have endea- 
voured already, and will alwayes do what ever licth 
in, us., to reforme what cycr honeſt men think amils,. 
or. to acquire that pertetion knowing men think we 
yer wank, and. is-attainable, even to-an univerſal. mc. 
dicine, when ever. we. can be well affured it hath 
beca ja 4he World or. chatutis like cycr to be. 
| We. 
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We muſt acknowledge too,thar the diſtributing two 
parts of our profeflion to be exerciſed by others hath 
been by accident the fatal cauſe of all theſe ills; and 
though we may fay, that. the vveaknel(s of rhe heart, 
hands, or Eycs of very knowing Phyfitians , might 
make rhem vvilling to inſtru&t others , ro the manual 
operations in Phyhck, yet perhaps it vvill be hard ro 
believe, rhar any thing, bur the pride and lafinels of 
others, fend orhecaries ; the diſpenſatories of 
all the World witneſs, that Phyſitians made and gave 
them their Trade : In England their Charter will tell 
them, it wars onr Colledge that made them a Corporati- 
on', and you can re} your {elf Sir how grarctul re- 
turnes they have made us, or will you nor rather rc] 
me, how juſtly we are punifhed tor t'\e pride and h- 
ſineſs I have conteſt, bur it you will a Jictle better con- 
ſlider it, you may have ſome reaſon to think, thatho- 
neſty 'with the deſign of clear and upright dealing 
'with all mefi, -and a ſippoſition of improving the expe- 
rience of our profeſſhon-, were rhe firſt motives to 
what was done in this marter: And here Sir give me 
leave to affure you, that you nced not ack rhe pardon 
of any rational Phyſitian, when you afhrme that Phy- 
ſick 1s but a maſs of rioble expertments , and I dare 
with confidence averre, no man can at this time name 
one 'Phyfitian of the Colledee of Londou, fond of the com- 
mon principles, in che Phyſiological part of our pro- 
feſſion, and thar with old Door Winſton, and Dod#tor 
mrieht, alt our d icall 'Galleniſtes , as rhey call 
chem, dicd, dit reel bekeve' all rhe inſpired Chymiſts, 
char labour ſ6' much ar his time” for 'a licenſe ( per- 


haps at laſt ro coyn ) will never be- able with their 
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joyned ſtocks, to leayc behind them, ſuch an-eſtare 
as the latcer did, gotten all by honeſt Gallcnical pra- 
ice. 

Bur Sir ro what I. was. ſaying, there might be great; 
morives of honeſty and ingenuity, with proviftion for. 
the ſafety of mankinde , although certainly much a- 
gainſt, the- private intereſt. of Phyſitians ro make the. 
Pharmacy of Phyl:ck a perticular . Trade, ſuppole Sit 
that, goodly Tribe, who have latcly with as much ig- 
norant unpudence, as notorious falſhood , cndeayou- 
. red to ſurpriſe. many honourable and noble perlonages, 

and to perſwade them into a belief, that it was htrto 
cſtablilh a Corporation of practilng Chymilts, thar 
is a body. of men, who (hall have liberty to exhibic 
ſecrers of their own; vyhich none can know but them- 
| ſelves, ro thoſe that arc ſick or would prevent licknels, 
beſides. the miſchicts that this way, a bold and no way 
ro be controuled ignorance may do; what deligned 
murders may not malicious contrivance with mcrce- 
nary knaves perpetrate ; that there may. be amongſt, 
theſe great pretenders of new diſcovcries in Phylick, 
that have been ſuch 3; mercenary knaves,I mcan; 1 
think a man may affirm without, danger of an action: 
Bur Sir ſince as you have ſaid P.ylick is but a maſs of 
noble. experiments , and. thoſe performed by a great 
a etiois » moſt of -which have been of 
known uſe, for the better part of two thouſand ycars, 
if-a {cle choice. of theſe. both ſimple. and compoung 
being-firſt made, it. were,commireed to a body of men, 
bred up; only.to, be knowing in the.kinds, and good. 
nels of. thoſe ſumples, . and an.cxat making of the com- 
poynds , to haye luch always in, rcadipels, to deliver 
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out-upon the preſcript of the Phyſician , and that pre- 
ſcript ro be kept alwaycs on record , by which che 
goodneſs, and aprneſs in the exhibition might be jud- 
gedoff, when needful; certainly all is done, . that mo- 
rally can be thought on, to prevent the miſcheits,both 
of ignorance, and villany : Whereas the other way 
mankind is left without detence-againſt, or repara- 
. tionof the attaque ofcicher. And- certainly Sir, they 
char firſt deligned. ro pur the buſineſs of Pharma, 
. Cy, into this way, could not be ignorant of the great 
profir, and advantage of the other, (that ot making 
their own medicines,) would bring themin, and alir- 
tle pratice would ſoon teach the Arts thele men of 
mighty Secrets practice: vvhen one thar appears mean 
and oor, gives bur ſixpence for that, vyhuch berrer 
it wives five ſhillings tor; beſides , the often lel- 
ling upon occationthat, vvhich the» vyould orterwiſc 
hire ſome body ro throw our of doors ; belide, that 
knowing men might oft coſengthe people, | with 
advantage ro them , as well as credit ro rthem- 
ſelves: and here give me leave to tell you a ſhort ſto- 


A Phylitian of your acquaintanceandmine,in the coun 
try-in_the _— of his practice there ; being ſud- 
denly carrycd:/to a Gentlevvoman, that had been for 
ſome time fick of a feavour, and the living at ſome 
diſtance, trom his place of aboad , or from any Apo- 
thecaries, found as ſoon as ever he came, that though 
ſhe appeared jutt then worle than in the: vvhole pre- 
cedent time. of hev ticknels, and conſequently deſpai- 
red of by hor friends, yer that her ſickneſs vvas very 
ncer 4letermining , and as he thought he had reaſon 


ro 
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ro velicve to health, he vvas unwilling in his begin- 
nag, m a tamily of great relations in the. Countrey, 
ro Tole "the :credir of a great cure, and therefore 
thought it neceſſary ro ſcem to dv ſome. thing init, 
yet ſomething that might not at all impede, vvharna- 
rure vvas lo yvell in doing, and vvich he did believe, 
before he could tend home or to 4» gporhecaries, ſhe 
yvould have done vvichout him: vvlnteſt he vyas confi- 
dering this he had at a Fable vvhere he vyas "leaning, 
made up three or four tine pills, of white brcad, and 
conveying them into a little box in his pocker, by and 
by calls for a ſpoon., and in ſome liquor , yvith due 
| formalicy gave-them, giving <lireftion for her carctul 
atcendance., with confident afſurance of her ſpeedy 
recovery, which accordingly happened , for in very 
tew hourcs , ſhe fell into a moſt profuſe (wear', and 
ſoon recovered pertetly: the Gentleman was not on- 
ly famous for his great cure , bur his greater cordial, 
and forced indeed-ro make a good one up into that 
form, to ſatisfiethe importunity of his patients for it, 
you may lee by this Sir, how calic it 1s for any one, to 
whom ſome lucky chance hath given credit, if he will 
bur pretcnd to ſecrets, of ſecret, and perticular pre- 
paration, to impole upon the nor- con{tdering part of 
the World , who yer are fo zealous :ro be thought 
"knowing, they arc alwayes finding our, and-rendring 
the caules of things, and generally vvill have that to 
beit, vvhich is the next obvious to their ſhort under- 
ſtandings, rhough fartheſt of any removed from the 
nature of that thing, they apply itto: And Sir, you 
may by the by obſerve 'roo , how often it muſt hap- 
pen in like cales, that bold and ignorant Quackes in. 

-rer- 
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rerpoling, deſtroy thoſe, vvhom nature vvould cure; 
vvhileſt the knowing and experienced Phyſitian, who 
hath been long ſince raught, vvheretruly there is need 
of ir, ro fly to the afſiſtance of remedies, as cxtream 
as the danger, will not by unneceflary, and ignorant 
ramperings deſtroy , vvhere nature. yyould certainly 
' Cure. | 
Bur novy vir, give me leave co aſlure-you, thar 
:hofe ro great evills, vvtich the vvay of pradiic. as 
yau {appote- it novy to be , had produced, have been 
of late years very much amended amongſt us, tor 
fince the time that owr great Doctor Harvey acquired - 
char honour to: himſelf, and to our nation in his Cx- 
calent Anaroinical dilcoverics our younger Payirians 

genervutly ro- enwlate both his tortunc, and cn- 
deavours, ant perliaps the World: hach nor a Socicry 
of our proteftion, in- which conſidering the number 
of them, there arc ſo many - exccllcat Anatomtts;, 
nor <d they lo give rhemſclves up to this, that they 
neglected rhe enquiring into the natures of | vegeta- 
bles, and minerals, rhey had, and have (till chough 1 
acknowledge not by. any publick order of the Socie- 
re, their commrtces and meerings for perticular cn- 
quiries, thee that are our old men now thus fpent 
their younger years, and I think the learned Authors + 
ot chein will-own, that the treariles de Rachurrde, A- 
natomia hepatis, and de Glandwla had, 1t not ther pro- 
duction, yer mprovement trom fuch mecings as thete; 
and he tat hath lately. heard Si George Emi aratoint- 
cal Exercafes mull have acknowledged the great progreis 
tharis made inthe faromus comparata,and give me leave 


:0 rel] you Sir, men that have been. acquainted with 
the . 
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the practice of our any ag Phyſitians , muſt acknow- 
ledge no age yet ever {aw ſuch an improvement of the 
materia medica; Sir they muſt be very malicious, or ig- 
norant, that haye the face to affirm, that we are 1o 
 ryed up to thc. preſcriptions of Galez , as not to- have 
embraccd and cultivated Chymiſtry, and chat withdi- 
ligence , rcalon , and fuccels, we have not indeed 
embraced the lying and boaſting part of it, ro cry up 
our ſclves, and medicines, at ſuch a ratc ; that it che 
boaſted virtues of any one of them were true ,. there 
were no need: of any other Phylitian, or medicinc,and 
the ſtupidity of .the World ,. or of thoſe thar poſſeſs 
ſuch wonder working medicines, were to be admi- 
red, that the one ſhould cver want health, qr the 0- 
ther mony 3 4 will not. undertake Sir, to juſtify cycry 
compoſition , in our 'prelent diſpenſatory-, though [ 
dare affirm there are as good, it not bertcr in it, as 
to the reaſon of the compolnions, and the uſctulne(s 
of them, than in any other publick one now cxtantz 
beſides that all of rhem have = approved by.a.long 
experience, I mean ſuch-an one as knows how. to 
make ufe'of them with conſideration of all circum- 
ſtances, rhoſc little Phanatick heads, that pretend ro 
hind fault with quantities, or the wayes of compo- 
fition., in preſcribed, and approved Medicines, (I do 
not intend by this to juſtine ſome detedts, in the di- 
rections, and rules of compounding, or the miſtakes 
of juſt proportions, to make things ſuch as they ſhould 
be,)do not know what ſomewhere in your lettcr you ob- 
{erve, from our great Verwlam , how little the nature 
ot any thing is known to us 4 priori, and that in 
thyngs of experience, a little alteration from the way 

CX- 
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experienced, makes ir an other thing, and puts us to 
ſeck' a new 3. I do alſure you Sir , knowingly. char 
Zweifor who: being bred; aw 4Apatbecarz, thagh , mage 
a rational-attempt,, x9.the, correcting rhe dugutan D1ſ 
penſatory, hath (poiled lame very. good-medicines, and 
cven in matter of tact is ſo much miſtaken, as to at- 
brme that,in ſome diſtillations nothing oft that can be 
brought over the Helm, which it he had ever tryed 
he muſt have known the contrary , and to in ſomc 
other things propolerh the doing of what I think, 
cannot be done, in that way he propoleth. 

I do afſure you Sir, our linls Juntocs and com- 
mitrtees, mect not to drink , or to take onely , but 
they do impole- taskes upon cach ather , hl work 
chcartully and willingly 1a all the parts of Phyfick, 
ſo that-I hope hercatter throughly to (atisfic you, that 
we have in this laſt age ler our ſelves tro improve our 
protetſion, by thoſe that you approve to be , and arc 
certainly the beſt wayes ro do it, and you will find, 
that whenever we come to the reſolutions of making our 0 
medicines altogether : or have our priviledges ſo bettered 
axd confirmed that we nay ſafely truſt the Aporhecary, 
that their is proviſion for a dilpcntatory , conſiſting of ſs 
choyce experimented medicines, both Chymical and others, 
eſpecially with relation, to, our own nation, 4: vo 
age hath yet produced a better , and they fall be all ſuch 
ras, as the Phyſitians of our Colledge have made , and 
long experimented themſelves. Bur I think as the caſc 
ſtands yet berwkx? us and the Aporhecaries, ngne wall 
expect, we ſhquld, pur any thing of ſuch a maurc into 
thcir hands, who have made us fo kind .returncs for 
what we cntrulted them with before; Bur Sir, that 
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you may kno rhis is not onely talk , I will give you 
now ſome little account of a weekly Jwnro rhatasI am 
informed . have met conſtantly *'this nine or ten 
years, never increaſing their number aboye five, and 
of which I think it a misfortune nor to be one: for 
ſome years ir was their buſineſs ro examine as far as: 
they could, all che difpenſatories they could ger, with 
the retormations and animadyerſtons upon them , to 
compare divers compoſitions with our own, to con- 
der upon what authority they had” been received, al- 
cred or amended, and ty enquire, as muchas the. 
nature of the thing would bear, into the reaſon of 
the compolitions; be though we be aflured of the ct- 
feds of a medicine , —_ the why and the how 
ſuch cftect is produced-, will not be fo ealily aſcer- 
tained, and in compoſitions that which ſome little 
bulic body , to appear wiſe, will be making preten- 
ſions to mend , by altering , may be that which gives 
it as to this particulat cfteR, its greayeſt Encrgy : He 
that conſiders whar alrerations fome bodies produce 
in others , though ar diſtance , vvhich yer a lirrle di- 
yerſiry of polirion, or change of the Medium may al- 
ter, vvill be apr enoug) to apprenend, how lJittle a 
thing may alter the reſult of a compoſition , vohere 
divers things muſt be preciſely, as ro the meaſures-of 
proportion, and time , and the quality of re <Meai- 
wms, by vvhich they are to be imbodied, fo madeup; 
co produce ſuch cfte&s , and rhongh every novice in 
Chimiſtry may know this, yet vvanting the know- 
ledge of other things to enable tem prudently ro com- 
pace and adjoult things to determine eftedts , or ar 
caſt ro the way of knowing truly their cfteRs : ir 
ſeryes. 
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ſerves them rather to {poil, than mend any-thing they 
take in hand : 7hs /uth Committee therefore 1 was 
ſpeaking of , made it their: buſineſs moſt ro enquire 
into tae real cftetsot medicines,and into all circumitan- 
ccs that attend: the eftedts. produced, , and to this .cnd 
did not onely bring in, and .communigatc to one ano- 
ther, diligent obſervations in their wn practice, byrt 
as much as they could, , thar two ot the moſt cmincac 
Phyfitians in the Town, 'by looking over their pre- 
{cripts, and diligently enquiring into, the occaſions and 
ſuccels ofthem, they had their times rao, not only of 
conſidering home-bred, and cxotick limples, as tothe 
outward appearance of their ſeveral ſpecies ; bur of 
their natures and cfte&ts, when uled alone. And here 
Sir, I cannot bur tell; you, 1 do believe there arc ve- 
ry-few Phylitians of this preſent Colledge that would 
be long to ſcck in any place of the World, tor ſome 
promnys in any occaſion of {ickne(s they ſhould 

called roo, though there were no yſporbecaries or 
Chymiſt, belides himſclt, w the whole Countrey. Bur 
belides this Sir, - this little: Jawre! roo ny other y cars Cx- 
erciles , brought in not only: the Hiſtories of the 
diſcaics their (own praftice furniſhed them with , 
bur any remarkecable ones they could be furniſhed with 
trom others , - as well as: tnany tram, books, and be- 
tides rhe enquinng [3nto)'the natures of them , borh 
upon old and new , principles , they conſidered the 
juſt circumſtances,,;and meaſures of applying the moſt 
eftectual remedics-ro their curc: In other years , they 
treated one another oncea week, With ſore animal, for 
anatomical diſſettions, and very rarely in that whole tunc 


met, bur they had fome thing relating to their. pro- 
E 2 tcihon, 
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feſſion, to enquire into : Bur I hope by that timeyou 
come ro Town, to give you a betrer account of this, 
and'to make you 'and my felt roo, better acquainted 
with ſome of this induſtrious meeting; and I have gi. 
. ven you this acccountnow, onlyto let you know, that 
we arc not tholc ulecleſs inſipid drones , - tat ſome 
things of great noiſe would render us to the World; 
I could tcl] you roo of greater _ done, for theſe 
will oyn themlclves as-yer-bur tor ſ{cekers by ſome of 
grearer eminency, and of rhe claborarories, and cha- 
rity every day cxcrciſcd in afhſting of the poorer ſorr, 
but they arc no_Groomes of the ercat Chamber that do 
it, nor will they bribe any body, with the hopes, or 
romile of a charity, to preach their cures,' and their 
pu and to 2” 1h the.cruth of things, of which 
it is impoſſible they ſhould have any knowledge; yer 
I would nor have you think, I am now juſtifying cve- 
ry individual member of our Sociery, /in every thing”: 
We are not perhaps all /prudent., or . good natured 
men: bur I dare all their enemies, to charge any one 
of them. with wanr of learning in his proteflion, with 
the want of honeſty in the exerciſe of it, or in his deal- 
ing in rclation to others, - becauſe I am {ure it there be 
any ſuch amongſt us. ir is becauſe they arc not made 
appear to be ſuch;''and I know the conſtitutions o6f 
our particular government 'ſo yvell, '3t would ſoon free 
it (clit from ſuch ſcandals as that, and. ir is ſomer ing 
of this in our Government , that will alwaycs make 
ignorant, or vitious perſons fly, as much as they can 
or dare,in our faces, for we do nor only make an cn- 
quiry into the learning, and tufficiencie tor prattice , 
of tholc that arc admitted of our body, bur into their 
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probitie and good manners too, Which that vve may 
have time to dv, no man can be admitted ſooner than 
three moneths, atter his firſt making his deſire of ad- 
miſſion known to the Colledge , that in the mean 
time. the preſent Fellows may have time to cnquire 
attcr him, and it there be ju | exc ptions againſt his learn- 
ng, or his honeſty, tr cy may be objected before his 

miſſion, as Candidate, after which to, it he doth nor 
behave himſclt as a learned, and an honelt Phylitian , 
he ſhall then be barred for ever being Fellow ; and 
there arc examples of Fellowes being expelled, and 
fortciting. all their priviledges amonglt us, for ill pra- 
&ice, dilhoneſt Mountebank ery, and ill manners: And 
rchis I rake ic Sir, is bidding open war to ignorance, and 
knavery, and therefore yve mult expect the eftetts of 
it; all the miſchiets, ſuch enemics can do us : tor no 
vertuous or learned perſon, vvill ever {cruple ro have 
his name regiſtred, and enjoy priviledges, and liber- 
rics eſtabliſhed by lavv, amongſt a company of men 
of known learning, and of no blaſted credits; becauſe 
they arc required, with all rclpet and civility imagin- 
able, ro give an honourable, and] honeſt reſtimonic of 
their abilities in their profeſſion, ro men too, vyho 
have given the grearclt reſtimonics , of any Socicries 
of men in the World, that they are not tyed upto 
the dictates of any Sect of Philoſophers or. Phyſatians , 
they have lowg lnce embraced the more generous , 
and uſctul way ot Philoſopluting trecly;tocy cherith it,and 
encourage itn all their members, and Ido atſure you 
Sir, no. man \vas ever dilcouraged by them, who gave 
a good account that hc had judgment , and abilitics 
tor, the practice of Phylick, though he yyere Uctivicar 
To 
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in the abſtruſer notions, and nice diſtinQions of the 
Schooles , provided they had no reaſon to rhink him 
other, than an honeſt man : therefore certaitily»thoſe 
rat kno this, muſt always think rhe try agarnft Dottors, 
and Colleds, is but a tompatt of ignorance and knavery , 
- which, it 1 donot forget before I have ended my let- 
tcr, I will make you a little more ſenſible 'of, by,gi- 
 ving you a ſhorr account of thoſe-people that make it 


moſt. 
But-I hope you areby this time farisficd, that rhe Co/- 
ledg of Phyſitiatis, have without a Monitor, put them- 
ſelves into the ways of improving the ulctulneſs of 
their profcſſion, as much as the nature of che thing is 
capable of, and nothing bur ignorance, or malice can 
- deny, what you are plealedto rake norice of; viz. That 
this Colledg of Phyſitians in London, hath more advanced 
the true knowledg of Phyſich,, within this laſt forty years,than 
any one Society of Phyſetians mEurope beſedes;and thenif you | 
plcaſe to conſider, rhat this hath been for .che moſt 
part carried on, by the private endeavours of ſcyeral 
members of it, our: Colledg having none of the; ad- 
vantages of publique Profeſſors, comperently endowed 
from the Puvlique, forteaching in the ſeveral parts of 
Medicine {( oncly one endowed Le&ure from a private 
BencfaQtor for Anatomy ,) nor no publique Phylick- 
garden, nor Elaboratorics for Cnymical operations , 
except thoſe of private ereftion. You may perhaps be 
induced ro belicve, that thole men, who have been fo 
induſtrious without thoſe helps, might advance! much 
farther with them. If che Phyhrians of choſe Hoſpitals 
we have, had ſuch a Salary, as might oblige. them ro 


atrend thole placcs diligently, and ro ſuffer our younger 
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Phylitians for ſome time to attend on them; by 
their direQion to ſerve ,, and miniſter diligently about 
the lick, keeping exadt accounts of all Accidents, 
Cures and miſcarriages, and of the Anatomie of mor- 
bid bodies thar dic, and fuch of thole as appeared re- 
ally uſctul, ro be regiſtred in the Archives ot our Col- 
ledg, might we not hope in ſome time, toarrive at as 
much perte&ion in our Art, as is to be hoped tor, 
confidering that we muſt, I tcar when all is done, be 
ſtill mortal, and whilſt men are ſo unwilling to believe 
that, or at leaſtchacir ſhould be ſoyer with them, how 
infirm or old locver they be; there will be imployment 
for bold pretending ignorance, which 5+ all roo, thruſt 
ſober knowledg out of doors ; for where thoſe daſtard- 
ly fears of dying are, they will carch hold of the next 
log thar offers it {elf ro their ſhorr and feartul appreben- 
fions; rhoughin the botrom of ignorance, wherethey 
muſt inevitably. perish by ir, certainly that Brchop, had 
a great and generous foul, not clogged with thoſe 
milbecoming tears, whoupon a bold undertaking of a 
Mountebank to cure him, when his Phyſitians deſpaired, 
choſe rather to dye in the hands of Arr, as more be- 
coming the courage of a man , and the ſobriety: of a 
Chriſtran , who should uſe none bur lawtul mcans to 
preſerve himſelf, than to have it {aid when he was gone, 
that he would have been beholding to baſe and ſordid 
Ignorance, - for a few more years of pain and trouble. 

And now, Sir, I was juſt coming to the Reformation 
you prope in the pradtice of 'hylick, it I were not 
ſtartled ar rhe danger you are running your ſelt into , 
it is well lince for pen is publick, that your me - 


is concealed, what do you think otheryile might bc- 
come. 
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come of you and it, that dare venture to provoke the 
mighty men of fire, what > Paracelſus, and Helmont 
not Philoſophers, I ſee ſquadrons arming agiinft you, 
the Roſters of Geber, the: Toſters of Luly, the Fri- 
caſſcers of Paracelſus, and the Olla Podrida men of 
Helmont, men that all know how toroſt Apples, ſtew 
Pruncs, toſt Cheeſe; and ſome wlivo can, it is belicyed 
for need, roſs a Pancake, can lay, Archeus, Cas, Blas, 
Duelech, Duumvirate, and a thouſand harder words, 
which though you do not, they all underſtand, one 
as well as rother, and becauſe you do not underſtand 
them ar all, and perhaps may think , you have aprett 
moral aſſurance they cannot, becaule they are IT 
ligible; will you call the Philoſaphy of Paracelſus and 
Helmont, idle and extravagant Theorzes? | dare aſſure 
you, I can tell you a way, how you ſhall come ro 
think you underſtand all -thoſe wondertul things, as 
well as they , thatthink they underſtand thembelt, for 
there arc ſome that know the emprinels of them as.well 
as you, bur uſe them for ſounds ſake, and ro amulc 
admiring” ignorance : but the way.in ſhort for you, or 
any body to underſtand them as well as any, is to 
be as mad , as they that think they do underſtand 
them : do you not remember the two Fellowes ot a 
Colledge in Cambridge that had been for ſome years 
mad, and art laſt growing a little civiller in their mad- 
nels, were ſuffered ro walk abroad, and coming into 
the Chappel at Evening Prayer , fat devoutly and at- 
tentively there, until the fecond leflon-vyas now to 
be read, when one of them, before he vvhole turn ir 
vvas to read , could get to the. desk vyas there, had 
turacd tothe proper Leſſon and began to-read ;; all 

were 
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were a little ſurprized, bur perceiving he read diſtintly 
and orderly, they lct him go onto the end; hopeing 
he would as orderly ren recede; butinſteadof that, he 

began avery mad, {enlelefs comment upon the Chapter 
he had read; ſome were quickly ordered co get himout 
of the Chappel, whilcſt the reſt beganthe nunc dimnris, 
when Prayer was done, the other madman, who had 
continued. civill to the end of prayers, coming to 
the maſter , defired ro know , why his tellovy mad 
man was not ſuffered ro go on, with his pious and 
Icarned Comment, and being anſwered, becauſe he 
talked like a Fool, and a Madman, What none conld under. 
fland ; replyed with ſome admiration, How, wot wnder. 
ftand him, I profeſs, Sir, I underſtood him wery well; and 
certainly it is much atrer che ſame manner, that theſe 
Men of mighty words, and incxtricable notions, un- 

derſtand one another ; bur I cinnor forbear to oblerve, 
a pretty kind of errant like humour, diftated perhaps 
from the Cuftos errans, in theſe mens underſtandings, 
chat what ever tiicre is plain, and of good ule to be 
found, in theſe Authors they deal on, they cither do 

not underſtand, over-ſce, or cle pals by, as dildaining 

ro take notice of any thing leſs then Wind-Mills; our 
by this time you arc, 1 believe, Jaughing art me, who 

have run ſo goodly a courſe at them my lelt, and 

therefore I come now to the retormation you pro- 
pole. 
And do aſſure you Sir, for all the ſixteen r-aſons 
you give, I ſhall my ſclt be moſt willing fo ſubmit, to 
that very reformation , if we cannot have a better, 
bur ſince you do your ſelf intimate a berter, from the 
primitive and certainly for that reaſon, that they made 
| their 
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theu- own medicines , the beſt praftice of Phylick; 
why ſhould che Colledge of Phyſitians go on to encou- 
rage a, Trade, fer up only for their caſe, and which if 
they will themlclves be induſtrious, there 1s nor atall 
any uſc of ro mankinde; why ſhould we be concer- 
ned forthcir being a Corpacation, or having bcen bred 
troa Trade, which bath onely given them the conti- 
dence, betore they vvell underſtand. that, to invade a 
protcſlioh, that tew of chem can ever be capable of 
underſtanding; ſome of them have given ir tor rcaſon 
w hy they did oppole the paſſing of our patent, that it 
would hinder them from practiling Phyſick , which 
they did and ought ro do, and'thall they fay and do 
this expreſly againſt known Lawes, ani [hall yve {cru- 
ple ro do vyhat both the Laws allovy, our patients lat- 
tics, Our OWn credits, and intereſts calls upon us to 
do, that is, make Þll our own medicines ; clpecially 
at this time, when we ate ready to make a good and 
thorough reformation in the whole CAfrteria meatca, 
and when perhaps, we ſhall not find many of them, 
tor the general want amongſt them oft knowledye, in 
Chymical operations, capable of afliſtingus : I do al- 
ſure you vir, therc arc a great many amongſt us, I am 
lure ſomc of your acquaintance very knowing not 
onlyin all our home bred limples, bur in the ways of 
knowing and- chuſing the belt and moſt uſctul cxotick 
inedicinal things, ( thoſe that arc not,let them in Gods 
name learn, of thoſe arc ) and theretore I cannot ice 
if we will {ct our ſelves throughly , and induſtrioully 
to our buſincls, what need we can have of Aporkcea.- 
ries, conſidering how many very good Drwggs/ts there 
acc in Town, and then having nothing to do: with 
. | CApo- 
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Apothreearres at all, we comply wholly with your firſt 
reaſon, we obtain all rhe advantages of your ſecond, 
third and fourth, for indeed as you well obſerve in 
this, what advantage m naturc can an 1gnorant /Afonr- 
tebanke, or boaſt img pretender to Chymnſtry have, be ond 
a ſober rational Phyſitian, but in that of making trivial, 
and common things great ſecrets, the better ro cheate 
a ſort of pcople, that love to be cheated ; and were 
born only ro admire noiſe , and emprinels: T his pre- 
rence to ſecrets Sir, | like the Quakers Tight within 
them, is to be encountered by no realon , he that 1: 
the moſt knowing in all rhe materi2 medicr, and the 
moſt $kilful in the preparations of medicines , will 
| find it perhaps a hard thing, to confutc a tcllow that 
v-ith . conhdence rellsyou , of a thing of? Is own 
invention , unknown ro others, or of a particular 
way of preparing a known medicine, invented by 
himſclt, though how many of thar Kinde, when they 
have been known, have proved, (it of. ule or goodat 
all,) ſuch as were known to every body, and of com- 
mon practice in the Town, and yet how many do 
we lee every day , who it a fellow , nay any old IH o- 
man, whole; education hath bcen never lo remote 
from the thing they pretend ro, or their parts never 
ſo mcan, ſhall confidently tcll chem ot great ſecrets, 
they preſently cry thoſe up , for the only knowing 
xerſons , and all men elſe as Sors and Ideots , never 
conſidcring that it a tellow: ignorant in every thing 
elſe, cven vvanting much to have a ſhare in common 
ſenſe, ſhould by hap ſtumble upon any thing that is 
very good, and prove able to make up a good medicine 


cuſtome , and uſage, yet by it is impoflible but that 
# this 
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his paramount ignorantce, ſhould ſome times do great 


miſchiefs .yvich this good medicine ; for we mult al- 
low ſuch a thing as this, to be of force to-caufe great 
alrerations in our bodies , and then. it may if not gi- 
ven vvith 'rcaſon, make thoſe alterations ſometimes 
ro our deſtrution , excepc it be an Univerſal medi- 
cine ; and then. I aſſure you, I ſhall no more plead 
for the faculry of Phyſick, but vvill burnall my books, 
and if I cannot acquire it my ſelf, vvill vvith- all my 
heart ſerve that carthly God, chart I ſhall know Maſter 
of it;. bur till then Sir, I cannot but think it realona. 
ble, that Phyſicians ſhould be Maſters ot chole things 
they have been the inventers of themſelves, and 
lince thoſe they have entruſted -ro make them refuſe 
all ſubordination to them , or to ſubmit medicines in- 
vented and deſigned by Phyſicians, for ſuch and (uch 
uſes, ro their judgments, wherher they be fic for thele 
ulcs or not, nay rather then miſs the ſerving of a bill 
ſent ro them, becauſe they want. the things prelcri. 
bed, vvill according to theit ſhallow capacities, pur 
in one thing for an other*', or any thing , no matter 
vybat, ſo thcy be paid for. the bill, thought ro' the loſs 
of rhe Phyſitians credit, and health, it nor life of the 
paticnt. I cannot Sir, but think it moſt neceſlary , as 


well as moſt reaſonable ; rhat Phyſitians reſume this 


part of Phyſick, into their own hands wholly : and either 


male Medicines for their own prattice themſelves, or keep 


ſome in their houſes , wha may da it under their eye;and 
ſo enable them , to give a better attount of all they do, 
to the World, their own conſciencts, and ro' God. Bur 
if you. urge againſt me whar I have ſaid before for the 
making the Pharmacy of Phylick a particular Trade , 
a5 argument ſtill ro continue it ſoc , 1 ſhall quickly 
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reply, I will nor be againſt it, fo that it be reduced 
to irs primitive conſtitution , and that vve be ſecured 
of their honeſt and faichful diſpenſing of our prelcrip- 
tions, that they have their ſhops ſtored , vvith good 
and vvholeſome medicines, = ro ſ{ccure that, that 
they of all men ihall nor on any tettmnces be luttered 
to practiſe, for that d-ſtroics the very reaſon of their 
conſtiturion ; and this idced is the great ſeeret, and 
ſtirrs up chceir induſtrious oppoſition to us, tor « hule!t 
they can vend m<dicines , by their own practice, 
without the ſurvey or preſcript of thc Phylitian , the 
putting oft che worſt, and rctuſe things, brings inthe 
grearelt gain. Beſides , that not knowing, , or con- 
lidcring more than that gain, tt.cy never want any 
thing: that which comes next to hand makes up any 
Phytitians preſcript., and powder of. 4 rotten poſt, may 
with ſome wonderful commendations of its excellenty, ana 
virtue, ſerve there on prattice, better than the belt gar- 
belled ſpices : And that this is roo much cruch, I think 
is evident by their no oppoſition , when lately the 
pretended Chymiſts lo induſtrioufly labourcd the ma- 
king themſelves a Corporation ; for in that the knife 
was at thcir T hroats, & Apothecarres vvhen that is done, 
will certainly in a little time Ggnitic nothing : All rhe 
hurt it can do Phy/zrians, is to force them to what I 
would have them noy do, the makin ther one CAle- 
aicines , and truly I think a very little conlideration 
pay ſerve a man to forlee , that the next age vill 
ſcarce know, what an porbecarte is; tor vyhat vvith , 
thele pretenders to ſecrets, and the aftronts the ,/1- 
pothecaries pur upon us , with their conftident inva» 


dingour protefſion, we ſhall be driycn at 1li(t, ro vw has 
F , - 
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[ have been thus long ſpeaking for : Our old praftitio-, 
ners are unvvilling yet to come to it , but the youn- 
ger provide for. it a pace , and I doubr not bur vill 


nnde cncouragetnent enough to perſue it : bur the 

dctign of your fifth reaſon, for the better breeding up |. 
of young Students in our faculty, - will hardly ever be 
vwvell acquircd , as to the curing of diſcafes , but by 
{ome ſuch conſtitution for the Phyſitians of our Hoſ- 
pzals, as I have formerly intimated : for although 0 
very Doctor in Ph ſick ſhould be able ro reach the 
- natomical , Botanical, and Pharmacntical knowledge 
of our protcthon, yet there are not many that have 
{> much practice in' great Cirties as to necd help; 
beſides that thoſe that are able to. ſend for Phyſitians, 
will not alwa' es be contented that a younger Phyſerran 
ſhould be rruſtcd vvith the k howledge of their infr- 
mities. | could urge a great many inconveniences a- 
gainſt this vvay', but there can be none againſt con- 
{tiruting our Hoſpiralls lo, that the ſick in them might 
be much. berter attended, and our younger Phyſtiens, 
In a few Years, acquire great knowledge , in the 
practicall part of rhcir protciſion , for thus a three, or 
tour Ycars attendance, on perſons of all ages, and 
{-xcs, and ſick of all, perhaps of morc than all the 
now known dilcalcs, and uncler a vvell 'expericnced 
practitt ncr, muſt gire mcn of any capacity , elpeCi- 
ally 1t before but reaſonably vvell grounded , in the 
mee principles of their profeſſion , that judgment, (it 
yer: yvill give me leave to uſe one hard vvortd ) he 
3s 1/7ne, mm judoine the natnre, and cauſes of diſcaſes , 
and application of fit remedies to the cures of them,which 
-n'y waced mates an able and a fortunate Phyſitian and 
| wirh- 


(19) 
without vvhich all the ſecrets and vvonderful receipts » 
the promiſing Quaths of this age boxrſt off, lignitic not 
ſo u cilas herb | obn 14 Porredge,tnce they are lo far from 
doing no hur*, that they many times , do tatall and 
irreparable nuſc icls, by an unſcafonable,and 1gnorant 
application ft them. 

Burt certainly parr of your ſiyth realon is gr wunded 
upon miſtake, 1t 1 zu reckon that the Fees of P' farrans 
mak es any very conlucrable advance, in the charge of 
raking Pnylick ; For as no ingenuous Phyſitian can 
or will grate on the necctſirous c ondition of his Pati- 
ent; and make a © 'ure more irkfome to him than a 
diſcale, ſo t e coniticutions of our Society, and Cu- 
ſtom as prevalent as a Law, .torbid, and reſtrain the 
moſt coverous amonyt us, ro contract tor Cures, or 
romake any bargains tor our re vards, [ ſpeak now for 
the Fellows and Candidates of owr Soatety: And what ever 
Vhe/{minſfter-Hall may ſhew done by others, I am yery 
confident it can produce very tew Suites commenced 
by any of that number, againſt thoſc that have recover- 
ed from ſickneſs: The truth of its, + © arc generally, 
too much at the mercy of our Patients, as to thar. An 
honeſt, and conſcientious Phylitian ( | am ſure if we 
are not all fuch, we ought ro be fuch) cannot neylect 
the life of a man, commirred to his care , bur many of 
us can affirm by experience cnough , that there are 
too many, that very much undervalue, nor only their 
Phytitians , who by Gods bleſſing on his $k:ll, and in- 
tide; hath rceſtoted them health tor fticknels, and 
calc for pain, but eventhat health and calc, they arc 
now poſleſledof, whilſt (though well able ro do other- 
wiſe) they giveniean, and dirty sewardsto their Þ.: y- 


(lrians, 
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Erians 3. or perhaps reproac"es inſtcad of any. 77 is 4 
. communexcuſe for their cloſeneſs of hand, that the Doctor 
Tots bus Fees eaſily enough, which he only makes a viſit and 
writes afew words for , but not 78 with them that ſollucitude 
ef mind and angutsh of ſoul, thay the dowbtful condition of 
a Patient hath grveu me, | wiſh they would conſider tor 
otncrs, Whar Iam lure they would tor themſelves, that 
15r"e rcal loſs, and gain in all they deal for; they would 
then cafily compure, that belides the labour of ſtudic, 
and the expence of as much time, as would make up 
wo Apprentiſhips, before a man can acquire a law- 
tul ricle ro Phyſick; the charge of his Education , che 
raking Degrees,moſt commonly too his Travel, the 
making of —_— and his Library,may amount 
ro a greater ſtock , than is neceſſary ro make aman a 
Maſter in any other profeſſion whatſoever; and yer 
there arc farr greater encouragments for other protel- 
fions than for ours, the two other learned ones of 
Law and Divinity , mount men tothe higheſt Honors 
and Authorities next the King, and Royal Family , 
wealthy Revenues are provided for Churchmen , and places 
of areat profit for men of the Law; but a Dottor of Phyſick 
never gs farther ; ſume tew of them acquire the ho- 
nour -ot being morc immediately in the Cridde of the 
King, but I have not heard of any of them amonſt us, 
_ very rich, . except Sir Theodore Aayerne; all which I 
have. ſaid to inſinuare, what 1 doubt nor bur you will 
ealily acknowledg ; that as Phyſitians may very well 
deſerve the Fees, that uſe and cuſtome hath allowed 
them, ſoit is not by thoſe Feesthat the charge of Phy. 
lick is increaſed, beyond what people are willing to 
make it; ſince every Patient is in this caſe his own 
| | Chat 
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Chancellor, To confirm this truth to you, before 1 
come to diſcover the lirtle arts by which the charge of 
Phylſick is really encrealed ; Ler me tell you a Story, 
which to me fecms nor very unpleaſant. 

« Oneof ournumber,anda friend of yours and mine,one 
«day in his ſtudy was adqrefled ro, by a man that appear- 
©red but of an ordinary condition , with his urinal in 
hand, deſiring as he phrafcd ir, his worſhips advice, 
< upon duc conſideration of his complaints, it proved 
*the man had gotren a diſealc, that roo often hap. 
*pens to his berters, and being now of ſome moneths 
<ſtanding, required a little more than ordinary care to 
root it out; he faid cnough to make the Phylitian 
© commilcrate his calc , who without any conſiderati- 
*on of his promiſes of being very thanktul, gave him 
«diretions then without a Fee, and lo from time to 
«time after for his cure; ſo that in about two months 
« time, with fix or ſeven pounds charge to the Apo- 
« thecary , ( who was wile cnough to be paid tor his 
« Phyſick as the patient had it) the man thought him- 
{elf pcrteRly cured , bur inthis xime- the Phyſitian had 
© learned, that he was a fellow did pay for his debau- 
«ches, and was able cnough to pay for his cure too, 
<and fo grew into ſome expettarion ofthe tellows pro- 
« miles, who one day coming to him, tol him he was 
« come to give his worſhips content, the Phy litian ho- 
«neſtly adviſed him to be furc he were well , becauſe 
« in this diſeaſe men roo often thought themlclves well 
:ro0 ſoon, fince it was in humane bodics lik c horſe ra- 
«diſh in the ground, where it the leaſt F:41e of the 
roots be left, it will over run the ground again; bur 
he boaſting of good ſtomach, nan from paines, 
(> © and 
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* and cleanneſs of skin, very generouſly laid down two 
<half Crowns for the Phyſitians reward, vvho diſdai- 
*ning the meanelſs of it, told him if he vvere able to 
© give no more , he vvould not take that from hing, 
*adding thar if he had gone ro ſome of thoſe , thar 
*ule ro make bargaines , they would have made him 
« pay twenty pounds for his cure , belides his Phy- 
<1ck; ro which the fcllow replied with a little cmo- 
«tion, how Sir, ewenty pound, I protcſt I yvould nor 
©rake fo much Phylick again, if you yvould give me 
©foriy ſhillings , and ſo: vvich his tyvo half Crovvnsin 
(his hand, left che Phylitian, vvho heard no more of 
* hum, nor did hel atlure'you ever think of ſuing him. 
©] doubt not bur many of our profeſſion , often meet 
«with ſuch returnes as theſe, and if we did not meet 
* with more generous, and worthy dealing trom be:tcr 
«perſons, the practice of Phykack would be forlaken by 
© all learned, and ingenious perſons. And.t1c world 
© would want that improvemecurt of rcal knowledge 
«which that faculty hath , and doth cyery day 
© make. | 

But as I inſinuated before , this Story was only 
brought in to advertiſe you, that whilſt all men arc 
their own Chancellours as to rhe rewacd they pive 
their Phylictians, thoſe rewards arc 4 the leaſt 
patr of the charge in taking Phylick, and yer it muſt 
be aoknowledged, as you obſerve, that the charge of 
Phylick is ſometimes intollerable , and unconſciona- 
ble, and I will endeavour now to let you ſce how 
indeed it too-often comes to beſo. | 

And that you may know I am not partial to our 


elves, I will acknowledge that I tear Phyſitiaus lome- 
times 
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rimes contribute ro rhe making this charge, T#porke- 

caries very often, bur paticnrs are for the moſt partthe 
occaſion of ir themſelves: few amongſt us are ſo wile 
as the Romans, who entertaining , or being entertat- 
ned by ſome Fne//h, with more Wine than men of 
that Nation uſe to drink, was the next morning very 
lick, with all thoſe accidents that accompany the 
debauches of men not uled to it; he ſehr preſently for 
his Phyſitian, a learned and ingenious perton of our 
Nation, one.who lived long in Rome, and from whom 
[ had the Story , who finding whar bis lickneſs was, 
by making him keep his bed that day, with a little 
broth only ; found him- the next morning reaſonably 
well recovered , bur ſtill in fe r that ſo violent a ſick- 
neſs, as he had felt the day before, would not go off 
ſo cafily, and therefore prayed. another vilit from his 
Phylitian in the afternoon, who then found himup, 
and almoſt in the opinion he ſhould be well; which 
his Phyſician wholly confirmed him in: the man with 
great joy vvhen the Phylitian vyas going, puts to Ze- 
chines of Gold into his hand, at which he being a little 
ſurprized, ſuch fees by men of his qualiry nor being 
uſually given there, nay my Dottor ſaith the patient, when 
you cure me without putting thoſe Devills of Senna , Rhu- 
barbe, CAegaricke, HMarobatanes , into my Belly, 1 will 
pay you foe times better, than when you torment me with 
all or any of them; bur few amongſt us, will think a 
Phylitian delerves a reward if he orders them no Phy- 
ſick, nor conſidering that he that condutts a ſick man 
ſooneſt, ſafeſt and vvirth leaſt trouble, ro that health he 
vyants , deſerves better than he that by unpleaſant, 
long, and troubleſome vvaies brings hinv to it: Iris 
G 2 of 
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of an. Eneliſh max the Story is told, who gave the Bar- 
bor 4 ſhilling, ana his VVife fix pence, who helped in pul- 
ling him about the roome by his tooth, and not araning 
it: but thouzht the tooth-drazer did not deſerve ſix pence, 
who pulled it out dexterouſly and quickly , becauſe he had 
taken no more paines inthe doing it. 

This humour roo often inclines #he Phyſetian, when 
perhaps rncre is little necd of it, to charge zhe pa- 
tients belly vvith Phylick, and his Table vvith pors, and 
olaſſces; bur it /be -pothecary be a friend to the fami- 
ly, and the Phy/zzan called. in by him, it he doth not 
then ferve the Cporhecary, as much as the patient, 
'tis ten to one but he is. turned out again, howeyct 
will ſcarce cver be called another time :And it{cems 
ro me Sir, that I am now upon the very reaſon of 
the great charge you mention in taking Pnylick, per- 
haps there arc tevv Tradel-men, that think. it a taulr 
co {ell as much of that commodity. they. Trade in, and 
.to as much profit as they can, I am ure the (cl- 
ling as much as they can, to thoſe will buy it, can. 
never be thought one ; yer few people mark , thar it 
is as much the interclt of rhe ; Apothecary to do this, 
asitis of any other I rade{- man. When an Aporhecary calls 
rolec how my Lord or his worſhip, or my Lady ana the 
family are, as to health, he is a very diligent, honeſt, 
carcful, good natured man; at that time he daughter 
Betty, or the ſon Thomas, looke as they had the WVormecs , 
or they did not eat their Supper with any Stomach laſt 
night (perhaps by reaſon of two fall a Dinner at noon) 
or the Vioman or the Maid have a pain intieir Heads ,, 
it may be by ſitting up late when the Maſter and Lady. 
»erc in Bed, but the Apothecary will ſend ſomething that i 


good 
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good for them, preſently that Dottor ſuch & one preſcribed, 
( tor uſually it is upon the authoriry of ſome Phyſician, 
and with pretenc2 to his Medicines they drive on this 
trade) and the Child or the Woman is well, and all 
is well at that time; but ſometimes it happens, that 
by the untimely exhibition of a very good remedy , 
they grow ſick indeed, and until the Apothecary is 
frig red with eminent danger, his trade drives on as he 
could vvilh t; bur if any danger appear, a Phy/itia mult 
be called, and the Aporhecary mult be adviſed with 
who is fitteſt ro be called ; and methinks ir {cems very 
natural, that : c ſhould call in ſuch an one, if he knows 
him, tat is moſt likely ro fave his credie, and vvill 
beſt help to carry on the trade of. (clling his Medi. 
cincs; tuch a one, who it he come Three or Four 
times a day , writes new Bills for the CAporhecary, 
compound Glyſ/ters, rich cordial Julens and Boluſes, Peart, 
Beſoar and Go/d , words that fignific very much in aug- 
menring the ſumm, . at the toor of the Account: in an 


- CAporhecaries Bill: I do allure you many.ot us in ta- 


milics vyhcre vve are Phſiczans in ordinarv, have known 


: t iC\ Cpotheearies Bill. at Chriſtmas come to thirty, 


Fo:ry, : ity pounds, fometimes more, tor Phylick tor 
the Family , vvhen no Piylitian hath ordained Ten 
pounds: vyorth of Phyſick ; tor in fuch Families the 
Coachman , Groom and Footman upon any little occaſion 
will be helping the CAvothecary of the Family off with his 
Ware , Without troubling CMv. 1 'otor for his advice, 
Whether it be proper or n8; an{ Sir, it to thelc arts you 
add the unconſcionable prilcs ot fome of them{tor I do | 
not in this, nor in any thing before charge all of thar 
protection, I know divers honeſt knowing and __ 

navle. 
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nable Men amongſt them ) put upon things of no ya- 
lue, you may cafily compute what it is that makes 
that intolerable charge of Phylick you mention: it is 
ſome years fince., when Dettor Purſean , Doctor Bates 
and my. ſelf, tor three or four yveeks artendance on a 
perlon of quality , received in Fees, three or four and 
thirty pounds, they being conlulters ſometimes only, 
and I ordinary Phyſitian had more than half of thar 
ſumm; I believe my ſelf, the perſon was well, and 
well ſatistyed untill the Aporhecaries Bill was broneht in, 
but then I was called to thic ungratetul work ot judg- 
ing upon the priles of ir, I was a little ſtarted, to 
find the ſumm total Five and Fifty pownds, and I do 
aflure you | ſpeak moderately, when I ſay it he were 
paid it , his gain vyas as much as the three Phyſiti- 
ans received , but ir was an- Aporhecary of the pa- 
tients own choice, and I had nothing to anſwer for 
it, 
You knew Sir, by what means abroad, in many 
well governed States and Citics, this is alwayes pre- 
vented, where the Phyſitians once a year ſer the price 
of all Medicines , - and caule it ro be printed, and I 
am afraid it was the apprehenſion of our taking up 
this authority here , that made the Aporhecarzes vvith 
ſo much induſtry oppoſe our Parent , and uſe us with 
{o much diſreſpe&t betore the Committee of your houlc 
lazcly ; forif they had vvell and honeſtly conſidered 
cheir own intereſt, I knovy nothing vyhich could 
more ſolidly have advantaged them, than the proſpe- 
rous condition of the Colledge of Phyſitians. 

But Sir, | have been too long upon this ſixth rca- 


ſon of yours , and therefore {hall briefly tell you, 
that 
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that all thc advantages of your ſeventh arc better ob- 
raincd by Phſitrans mating their Own medicines, and that 
I cannot comply with. part ot your eighth, becauſc 
no buſineſs of any great , though private concern- 
ment, is brought ro pals without an induſtry propor- 
tionate to the acquilition of that we contend for: I hey 
who have the caſe they waſh tor in theirprivate affairs, 
and bave no concernment for the publick , will no 
doubr ( without conldering how things are changed 
now ) keep rhe road they have becn uſed roo , and 
in vyhich they have acquired the caſe and advantage 
they enjoy, and think it pertaps juſt co do fo, becaulc 
ouſtome makes the greatelt Sins no Bugbcar, but they 
that are vvell excited by their particular concernments, 
or wich the defire of doing honeſtly in their Station, 
will never ſ{cruple to ule all ingenious induſtry to vin- 
dicate an honourable protcſhon , of which they are 
members, from the edits is brought upon it, by 
ignorance, or knavery: it 1s. on theſc, the witrs yent 
their virulent Scommas and reproaches; no man yet 
v as ever reproached, tor being an honeſt , able and 
learned Phylitian, he ti1at is that, and a young man, 
will generoully contend for thereputation he deſerves, 
and never refuſe any pains to help, ourof charity, 
the Jiſtrefles of the needy ; rhough called upon inchie 
nieht to do it, his intereſt will make him riſeto help 
= ; and it will become the elder Phytitians, vyho 
are infirme , . ſo much to countenance , and advantage 
the younger men of the Society, as to call them in 
to caſes , in which cehoſc- afſiltances you menuon, aro 
necellary to the trailties of age , or humanity ; and 


this roo, it that candor, and ingenuity be excrcilcd, 
that 
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'that becomes ſuch men to ule, may be fo adjouſted . 
as not to encreaſe the charge of the patient; and this 
will give betrer fatisfaftion in my opinion, -than the 
ſending one, thar is but breeding up to be a Phyſiti- 
an, when two profelt Phy/itiens of the - Colledge ſhould 
be ſo concerned in aſſiſting him. 

Your 9th confiſts*of many parts, -bur all- the diff, 
culiics infinuared mit, as to _the hazard, . and charge a 
young Phyſitian , ar his firſt entrance to practiſc 
may run, in making a competent: proviſion of medi- 
cins, may be obviared cafily enough , by what you 
inſinuatc your ſc]t, of remitring cahc things, as com- 
mon Decottions , Glyſters , Ptyſans &c. to the paticnts 
then {-lves ; which may alſo upon occaſion ,- and ac. 
cording to emergent exigencies , be actuated by little 
quantitics of generous and laſting remedies , which 
no Phy fitian that will atrempr the way , that you or 
I would have burtmuſt atwayes have a competent Stock of, 
readily ro ſupply the ſick with upon occaſion ; and I 
doubr.not, when you and I meet, bur that Lihall fatis- 
fy you, that ſome of 1s bave contrived a Matcria 
medica, conſiſting of generous , laſting, and ac{now- 
ledgedlz, the moſt effectual known meatcines; which when 
the trouble of . making them is once over , maybe 
containcd.- in a Cabinet not of the largeſt ſize; and by 
preſent mixtures, according to the occaſion, andthe 
help of caſily _—_ Vehicles, may (\crve as cftec- 
rually , as any other whatſoever, to cure all the dil. 
. eaſes thar infect miſeravle man; or ar leaſt trogive him 
all chat rclict, his condition is capable to reccive trom 
medicine: I cannot therefore think, that having ſome 
mcdicines made from {ops , renders the way you 
propoſe 
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propoſe better, becauſe leſs troubleſome than that of . 
the aricients; for I am one of thoſe, thar cannor va- 
lue any trouble , that is indeed really neceſlary to the 
acquiring an honeſt and an honourable purpole ; be- 
ſides for the eaſe, and leſs trouble you mention, there 
are three profeſſions in Town, that may not only be 
better encouraged , bur likewiſe be very helptul, ro 
thole that would have that leſs rrouble and calc : All 
the manual operations in our protcthon , belong to 
the Chyrurgcons , applying Bliſters, { making itlues, 
bleedingall, v hich the Aporhecarics very often do now) 
and giving Glyſtcrs (where the paticnt hath not the 
convenience of having one can give it at home ) arc 
all manual operations , and may it they will, be per- 
tormed by ſome of them; The Druggift may 45 well fur. 
niſh us , as the Apothecaries , and thoſe Diftullers thar 
are known honeſt, carctul and able men, may be em- 
ploycd to deltil great quantities of rhoſe waters, both 
ſimple, and compound, which (hall be judged fit ro 
be always in rcadinels for uſe, and the number of 
thoſe | belicve necd- not be many: And although I 
will allow thoſe men that will not rake all the pains 
themſelves, all the advantages of ealc rhele helps can 
give them; yet I would have every man of our pro- 
tcſſion, make himlelt very knowing, both in the choice 
and preparation of rhe cAlzteria medica, that he may 
nor caſily be impoſed on by thote he buyes from. 

Bur Sir, that I may ar laſt contract : All the adyan 

rages of your leven following reaſons, except that of 
your tweltth wz: of a Phyſutian graiiffiing Abothecaries 
his particular Friends, are by that way l urge pertedtly 
acquired; and that which makes me ar prelent zealous 


for this way , is that we may the berrer yindicare our 
| H (clvcs 
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ſelves from thoſe durty afperſtons , theſe men before the 
Committee of the Houſe endeavoured to caſt upon us; we 
ought to let them knoy that as our predeceſſors inven. 
red, and gave them that Trade, by which they now ſub- 
fit, and by which many have gotten fair cſtates, to. wit 
the London Diſpenſatory, and procured them to be made 
a diſtinct Corporation, that they might the better apply 
themſclves to the knowing, and chooking the beſt fim- 
ples, and compounding \uch Medicines, are luch mc- 
thods and torms,as Phyfitians judged ficeelt for praftice 
. atthat time; intruſt and conhdence, that they would 
honeftly apply themſelves to.that only, and not m__ 

| fully invade , and-undermine.the priviledges, - and inte- 
reſts of ſuch benetactors3.. neglefting their own honeſt 
| duties, aud deſtroying the very reaſon of their conlti- 
rution; whicl it it were an honeſt one , . could be no- 
thing , but the obviating thoſe milchicts, that might 
be done, where ordaincrs-of mcdicines. were the ma- 
kers ofthem likewiſe: All this I ſay conſidered, we ought 
to let them know, that we arc not art all inferior to 
thoſe predeceſſors ot ours, ro, whom they owe ſo much; 
butas in that D/ſperſatory they-then made, they bad c- 
leted from avalt number of others, ſuch Medicincs as 
they judged ficteſt ro be ready in ſhops for the ules they 
thould appoint them to; ſo we raught by their experi- 
ence, and our own, (beſides the communications, we 
have had fromthe reſt of thc learned World ) have not 
oncly a great proviſion of preparations, by that advan- 
tage the improvement of Chymiftry hath given us, un- 
known to tiem, bur know likewiſe the detects of 
many of choſe in the preſent dilpenſatory, and the ex- 
ccllency ofmany others, not then brought into ulc. Be- 
des that the various colpplications of Tleales, and the 
luxury, 
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luxury, anddelicacy of this latter age, having produced 
many ney appearances of Diſcaſcs, not known or raken 
notice of bctorc, it hath pur learned and induſtrious 
men, upon the inyention of appropriate , and more 

areful Medicines : ſo that, Thar Diſpenſatory of Lon- 
, om being almoſt grows uſeleſs, we owrht to recall it, and 
then either keep the makzng of medicines to our ſelves, or 
elſe put it into ſuch hands, or into ſuch a method, as may 
render all more ſafe, both to our patients health, and our 


9wn credits. 

Having therefore Sir, thus leaped ro your 17th and 
laſtly, you will hind me (till of the opinion, 2hat all rhe 
reaſons of that propoſition are likewiſe better complyed with, 
and all the advantages better acquired, by th e way of wholly 
making our own Medicines fins having nothing to do with 
thoſe men who have uſed us [0 unkindly, provided there be 
preſcribed that candor, andintegrity, that mutual commu- 
nication, an4 aſſiſtance, to each other 'of the Society, that 
ought to be amongſt men of a liberal and ingenuous profeſſion, 
and that we de really ſet our ſelves to dete? all the frauds, 
cheats, andabuſes, that are or may be pradtiſed by any in the 
practice of Phiſick,, ſo that being ſeverely honeſt our ſelves, 
we may cheat thoſe, that think we are net ſo; the belt way, 
and it | benotmuchdeccived my (clf ; we arca body of 
men at this cime for the moſt part , very well qualified 
for ſuch an undertaking : Omitting theretore the thanks 
that not on'y my ſelf, bur all of our Socicty owe you, 
for the jult detence you haye made for us, and the good 
opinion you have of us,. / aill as ſhertly as I can, offer the 
Reformation I would propoſe, in order to promoting all the a4. . 
wantaces, the facultie of Phſich can give to manignd. 
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